A simplified technique for lengthening peritoneal catheters.
Existing techniques for lengthening a peritoneal catheter require a formal laparotomy, and exploration for the catheter which is then extended by the addition of a necessary length. We describe a simplified technique which is quicker and which in co-operative patients can be done under local anaesthesia on an out-patient basis. In this technique the peritoneal catheter along with its fibrous sheath is dissected and after opening the sheath an additional length is added. The elongated catheter is replaced through the same tubular sheath into the peritoneal cavity.